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Grade 8 Sample Test Prompt

Ideas & Content

Your writing should:

 Have an introduction, body, and conclusion.

 State reasons why you would make a good class president .

 Include details that support your reasons .

People run for elected offices, from the President of the United States to class
officers in a school. You are running for class president for your grade level.

Write an essay convincing your classmates that you are the best choice for president.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric – Official Scoring Guide

IDEAS and CONTENT

6
The writing is exceptionally clear, focused and interesting.
It holds the reader’s attention throughout.  Main ideas stand
out and are developed by strong support and rich details
suitable to audience and purpose.  The writing is
characterized by
 clarity, focus, and control.
 main idea(s) that stand out.
 supporting, relevant, carefully selected details; when

appropriate, use of resources provides strong, accurate,
credible support

 a thorough, balanced, in-depth explanation/ exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections and shares
insights.

 content and selected details that are well suited to
audience and purpose.

5
The writing is clear, focused and interesting. It
holds the reader’s attention.  Main ideas stand out
and are developed by supporting details suitable to
audience and purpose.  The writing is characterized
by
 clarity, focus, and control.
 main idea(s) that stand out.
 supporting, relevant, carefully selected details;

when appropriate, use of resources provides
strong, accurate, credible support.

 a thorough, balanced explanation/exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections
and shares insights.

 content and selected details that are well-
suited to audience and purpose.

4
The writing is clear and focused.  The reader can easily
understand the main ideas.  Support is present, although it
may be limited or rather general.  The writing is
characterized by
 an easily identifiable purpose.
 clear main idea(s)
 supporting details that are relevant, but may be overly

general or limited in places; when appropriate,
resources are used to provide accurate support.

 a topic that is explored/explained, although
developmental details may occasionally be out of
balance with the main idea(s); some connections and
insights may be present.

 content and selected details that are relevant, but
perhaps not consistently well chosen for audience and
purpose.

3
The reader can understand the main ideas, although they
may be overly broad or simplistic, and the results may not
be effective.  Supporting detail is often limited,
insubstantial, overly general, or occasionally slightly off-
topic.  The writing is characterized by
 an easily identifiable purpose and main idea(s).
 predictable or overly-obvious main ideas or plot;

conclusions or main points seem to echo observations
heard elsewhere.

 support that is attempted; but developmental details
that are often limited in scope, uneven, somewhat off-
topic, predictable, or overly general.

 details that may not be well-grounded in credible
resources; they may be based on clichés, stereotypes or
questionable sources of information.

 difficulties when moving from general observations to
specifics.

2
Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear or
development is attempted but minimal.  The
writing is characterized by
 a purpose and main idea(s) that may require

extensive inferences by the reader.
 minimal development; insufficient details.
 irrelevant details that clutter the text.
 extensive repetition of detail.

1
The writing lacks a central idea or purpose.  The writing is
characterized by
 ideas that are extremely limited or simply unclear.
 attempts at development that are minimal or non-

existent; the paper is too short to demonstrate the
development of an idea.
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Score point 1 -- Ideas are extremely limited. Attempts at development
are minimal. The paper is too short to demonstrate the development of
an idea.

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 1
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Score point 2 -- Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear .
Development is attempted but minimal .  The paper has insufficient details.

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 2
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 3A
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Score point 3 -- The paper has main ideas that are simplistic and
supporting detail is often limited, insubstantial, overly general . Details that
may not be well-grounded in credible resources , such as “security gards,”
“Do not poke anyone…,” and “a fun day.” Main points seem to echo
observations heard elsewhere .

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 3B
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 4A
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Score point 4 -- Writing is clear and focused. Supporting details are
relevant.  The writer focuses on why he/she is the best choice with details
such as activities “…so we all can remember Junior High as one of the best
times we had.” The writer also shows some connections and insights , such
as “I want to hear from you as the students…”

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 4B
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 5A
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Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 5B

Score point 5 -- The paper holds the reader’s attention. It is clear and
focused. Main ideas stand out. It offers a thorough, balanced
explanation/exploration off the topic . Content and selected details are
well-suited to audience and purpose .  “I am willing to listen to your
concerns, and I care about your opinion.”



Arizona Department of Education Page 11 of 12         January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 8 Sample Test Writing Prompt

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & Content – Score Point 6A
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Score point 6 -- Writing is exceptionally clear. It holds the reader’s attention
throughout. Main ideas stand out and are developed by strong support
…suitable to audience and purpose . The paper is balanced with rich details:
“good at voicing other people’s opinion” and “ Being class president isn’t just
a title but almost a lifestyle ...”  Paragraph 5 is truly appropriate support for
the topic.

Grade 8 Writing Ideas & content – Score Point 6B


